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Special purpose or instructional software may occasionally be provided
such as is made available by contributors. Data files are provided in both
ASCII and SPSS for Windows format
POLICY. World Cultures welcomes articles, data, and comparative research
material, dealing with any aspect of human groups, from social scientists
of any country. Publication of any comparative database, regional or
worldwide, will be considered on the basis of scope and quality.
Submissions of programs and teaching materials are welcomed and will be
considered from the viewpoint of the evolving skills of the general
readership. Brief communications on research, coding, sources, and other
materials of interest to comparative researchers are welcomed.
CONTRIBUTIONS. Codes, articles, or other materials should be submitted in
printed form or on diskettes, preferably in WordPerfect format. Authors
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Contents And How To Use This Issue
This issue of WORLD CULTURES contains five stand alone articles and an important
research tool for holocultural research contributed by James Dow. Dow’s contribution is the
entire sccs data base in a data frame that can be loaded into R. In his two articles in this issue
Douglas White illustrates how SPSS with the *.sav data files provided by WORLD
CULTURES can be used to teach cross-cultural research (check White’s web site for the
current versions of these chapters and for other materials). As Dow notes, R offers several
advantages as an alternative or complement to SPSS. A major advantage is that it is free. It is
much easier to program than SPSS and its user community has developed hundreds of free
packages. A major barrier to its wider use is that it has a steeper learning curve than SPSS
and the materials available for learning R are somewhat limited. If you want to explore
Dow’s contribution, or R in general, I highly recommend Peter Dalgaard’s book
Introductory Statistics with R (Springer, 2002). If you have developed R programs that might
be of use in cross-cultural research, I encourage you to submit them to the journal.

---J. Patrick Gray
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